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matter of mere experience, "this will cure that." He intro-
duced a basic assumption on the ground of which cures were to
become possible with chemical remedies.
"Man derives from matter, and matter is the whole Uni-
verse. Each thing in one man is like each thing in another.
Man is made out of the whole. All he eats out of the great
world becomes a part of him, and he maintains himself by
that which he is made of. The healing substances in the
outer world help the members in the inner world. The great
world, hence, has all the human properties, parts, and mem-
bers a man has. A son is different from his father by his soul,
but in science they are not separated. Heaven and earth, air
and water are in man, and man is one with heaven, fire,
earth, and water. When we administer a medicine, we ad-
minister the whole world, with all its virtues."20
Magic here is turning into science, alchemical speculation into a
principle of biochemical research. Certainly, the "mercury of
life" still is the alchemist's "mother of metals," and symbolical
of materia prima and mumia (see Appendix D). This confusion,
however, has turned into an insight: Out of magic correspond-
ences between the macrocosmos and the microcosmos, Paracel-
sus derives the metabolism between the two. Man and the Uni-
verse are related chemically. Hence, his diseases are susceptible
of treatment with chemical remedies.
Starting from these principles, Paracelsus later will declare, in
his lecture on Long Life: "Life is nothing but an embalmed
mumia, with the mortal body preserved from putrefaction by
some solution of salts."21
There also he communicated to posterity his recipe for long
life: